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To Teach Who Christ Is

Å More than $400 million has been raised on the overall 

campaign goal of$350 million.

Å This capital and endowment campaign was officially 

launched in January 2013 by Cardinal Francis George, 

OMI, who chose the theme because of the significance to 

his order, his vision for the Archdiocese of Chicago, and 

the spirit of the campaign.

Å The campaign included parish campaigns and 

a major gift effort.

Å Campaign funds benefited six elements vital to securing 

the future of the Archdiocese of Chicago. 
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Overall Campaign Success

Å The major gift effort exceeded its $100 million goal 

in July 2015. At that time, Cardinal Blase Cupich 

pledged to raise an additional $25 million. He met 

that challenge goal a year later.

Å The $145 million in major gift and bequest 

commitments from individuals and foundations have 

been raised personally by the late Cardinal Francis 

George, OMI, and Cardinal Cupich.

Å Major gifts primarily benefit Catholic school 

scholarships and faith formation, and have been 

used to establish endowments in the Catholic 

Education Scholarship Trust.

Å Parish phase of the campaign raised more than 

$253 million of its $250 million goal. The final four 

waves surpassed their collective goals, averaging 

129 percent in gifts and pledges.



Parish Wave and Major Gift Success

Wave of 

Activity Goal

# of 

Gifts/Pledges

Current      

Pledge Total

%                         
of Goal

% Parishes        

Over Goal

Wave 0 $8,024,805 2,802 $4,777,318 60% 9%

Wave I $17,463,218 5,746 $10,098,068 58% 11%

Wave II $35,774,047 8,809 $24,523,480 69% 4%

Wave III $10,152,726 6,841 $25,650,750 139% 86%

Wave IV $29,326,560 9,618 $35,602,071 121% 87%

Wave V $40,468,208 13,526 $44,343,319 110% 76%

Wave VI $38,500,000 11,472 $42,402,850 110% 56%

Major Gifts $100,000,000 77 $145,296,105 145% N/A



A Campaign for Strong Parishes

Å $150 million to ensure parishes are 

strong and vibrant communities of 

faith.

Å Parishes receive 60 percent of the 

funds raised and collected up to their 

established goal.

Å The Archdiocese of Chicago receives 

the remaining 40 percent for shared 

ministries across Cook and Lake 

counties.

Å 100 percent of the funds a parish 

raised above goal remain with the 

parish ð in addition to its original 

60 percent share.



Campaign Case Components 

$150 million for scholarships

The Catholic Education Scholarship Trust will provide scholarships ð and a Catholic 

education ð to future generations.

$30 million for critical facility issues

Many buildings have critical needs and issues beyond what parishes in distressed 

communities are able to address.

$10 million for catechist training

Religious education directors and coordinators, as well as youth ministers, are required to be 

certified in the Archdiocese of Chicago.

$8 million for academic excellence in Catholic schools

The campaign will help enhance the academic excellence of our Catholic schools, through 

technology grants, professional and leadership development, and school reform efforts.

$2 million for innovation in religious education 

New parish-based programs and pilot approaches to religious education and faith formation 

are needed to effectively engage children, youth, young adults and adults in the Catholic faith.



Catholic Education Scholarship Trust

This independent Trust created with campaign 

gifts will provide scholarships to qualifying 

families for generations to come.

ÅGoal of $150 million.

ÅPledged and cash commitments now total 

more than $131 million.

Å$22.3 million currently invested.

Å$6.453 million allocated to date.


